
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Preludium in A Minor Buxtehude  

* HYMN 142 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!  Coronation 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 113) 

Leader: Give praise, O servants of the Lord 

People:  Praise the name of the Lord.   

Leader:  Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time on and 
  forevermore. 

People:  From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of the  
  Lord is to be praised. 

Leader: The Lord is high above all nations  

People: And God's glory is above the heavens. 

INTROIT    James Rivers 

 O come, let us sing unto the Lord. Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
 salvation. O sing with the trumpet, with the harp and the voice of a psalm. Let  
 us sing. Amen. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

 (Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
 your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
 has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)               

MINUTE FOR MISSION                                        Lauren Bigler  

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, too often we look around us and overlook injustice.  
When we are too easily satisfied with the status quo, forgive us.  
When we fail to work toward establishing justice and mercy in 
people’s lives, forgive us.  Embolden us to act on behalf of the poor 
and powerless.  Grant us the courage to help the least among us, even 
at significant cost to ourselves.  This we pray in the name of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579 Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 339 Be Thou My Vision Slane 

+ Children leave for Church School and Youth for Scripture Study. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Amos 8:1-7 

ANTHEM Like as the Hart Herbert Howells 

 Like as the hart desireth the water-brooks: so longeth my soul after thee, O God.  My 
 soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God: when shall I come to appear before 
 the presence of God?  My tears have been my meat day and night: while they daily say 
 unto me, Where is now thy God?   PSALM 42: 1 - 3 

SECOND LESSON Luke 16:1-13 

SERMON “Honoring God” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY When the Morning Stars Together Ronald Arnatt 
(The text can be found in the Hymnal at No. 486) 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever.  Amen.  

     THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 428 We Give Thee but Thine Own Schumann 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Fanfare Craig Philips 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 
NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 

Herbert Howells (1892-1983) was trained as an organist but poor health attributed to 
Graves disease prevented him from holding a church position. His whole career was  
spent composing church music and teaching at the Royal College of Music in London.  
British organist Ronald Arnatt (b. 1930) emigrated to the U.S. and has held positions  
at Westminster Choir College and Trinity Church, Boston.   One of the most prolific 
and acclaimed composers of church music today, Craig Phillips (b. 1961) is currently 
Director of Music at All Saints’, Beverly Hills. In contrast to these contemporary voices, 
Diterich Buxtehude (1637-1709) was the greatest organist of the mid-baroque period; 
even young Bach journeyed to hear him and study with him. His fantastic organ preludes 
were a study in contrasts between wildly improvisatory sections and tightly structured 
imitative sections…the model for Bach’s own preludes and fugues. 

   *     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Amos 8:1-7 (NRSV) 
 

 This is what the Lord GOD showed me—a basket of summer 
fruit. 2He said, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A basket of 
summer fruit.” Then the LORD said to me, The end has come upon  
my people Israel; I will never again pass them by. 3The songs of the 
temple shall become wailings in that day,” says the Lord GOD; “the 
dead bodies shall be many, cast out in every place. Be silent!” 
 4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin 
the poor of the land, 5saying, “When will the new moon be over so 
that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for 
sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice 
deceit with false balances, 6buying the poor for silver and the needy  
for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 7The 
LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any  
of their deeds. 
 
Luke 16:1-13 (NRSV) 
 

 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who 
had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was 
squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, 
‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your 
management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then 
the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is 
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and 
I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am 
dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, 
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive 
oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it 
fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He 
replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your 
bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest 
manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age  
are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the 
children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means 
of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into 



  

 

the eternal homes. 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also 
in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in 
much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, 
who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been 
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your 
own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the 
one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the  
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 


